
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
 Have you ever heard someone say, “I’m just trying to be present in the moment”?  What 

that can mean is that the person is not trying to focus on the future or the past, but on the present 

moment.  Thereby, we don’t permit the future to steal the present, nor be chained by our past ex-

periences.  It is said that those who live in the moment tend to be happier, calmer, and more re-

laxed.  Some refer to this approach to life as “mindfulness.” 

 

 I remember as a boy growing up in Jackson, Mississippi, living close to “the woods.”  It 

took just minutes to get to the woods from my house.  There we hunted, fished, swam, and built a 

tree house.  And I remember the fun was as much in the building of the tree house, as it was en-

joying its completion and being able to “sleep out” in it. 

 

 Are we living our lives or simply planning for the next thing in our lives?  We can fool our-

selves into thinking we’ll be happy when some planned for event is completed, rather than living 

in the moment. 

 

 When we have a garden, we can be mindful of enjoying each stage—the planning, the 

planting, the watering and cultivating—and not just focus on the end product of vegetables, fruits, 

or flowers.  When we take a trip, we can be mindful of enjoying the planning and anticipation be-

forehand—not just the trip itself. 

 

 The Roman philosopher Seneca said that “we should count each day as a separate life.”  

Each day being not merely a step on the way to a destination, but actually being the destination. 

 

 As we enter the month of February, we may look forward to the Super Bowl, Valentine’s 

Day, a birthday, a trip, or something else.  But let’s be mindful of, and grateful for, and cherish 

each day.  Praying something like the following will be of help: 

 

“Thank you, God, for waking me up this morning; for putting shoes on my feet, clothes on my 

back, and food on my table.  Thank you, God, for health and strength and the activities of my 

limbs.  Thank you that I awoke this morning clothed in my right mind.” 

 

 
Blessings, 

 
 

John McCallum 
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Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday  
 

Our next Congregational Dinner will be held 

on February 3 to coincide with the Super 

Bowl and our annual “Souper Bowl of 

Caring.” Please stay and enjoy soup, corn-

bread, sandwiches and dessert, AND please bring a food or 

monetary donation for our Good Neighbor Cupboard and 

the Mercy Center. Food donations are needed year-round, 

so please keep the following in mind when you’re making 

your grocery purchases: Mercy Center is always in need of 

coffee, sugar and paper products  since they make 

meals to feed folks on their side of town. GNC is always in 

need of peanut butter, jelly, cereals, grits, and 

canned meats  to distribute to those in need on this side of 

town. If we could add at least one of these items weekly to 

our shopping list, we’d be able to help our brothers and sis-

ters on a regular basis. But let's show extra support for the 

folks in need in our community at our upcoming Souper 

Bowl of Caring! 

 

 

 

In February  we will celebrate Communion 

on the second Sunday, February 10. 

 
 

 
 

                        Did You Know?  
 

Did you know that if you miss a Sunday Wor-

ship Service, you can find the bulletin and 

the sermon on our website:  there are also 

pictures, newsletters, our library catalog, our monthly cal-

endar, and other information.  Take a visit to 

www.midwaypres.org.  

 
 

 
Old Prescription Eye Glasses  

 

Remember to bring your old glasses to 

church and place them in the basket on the 

shelf behind the sound system.  These glasses 

will be donated to the Lions club which will 

recycle and distribute them to people in need. 
 

 
 

 
Yard Sale  

Our Yard Sale will be held on Saturday, April 6, 8:00 a.m.—
12:00 noon.  You can begin bringing your gently used items 
to the church to be stored in the Sunday School rooms. 

   This year the Yard Sale will be combined with a Church 
Ladies’ Bake Sale, so please begin making your plans to 
bring baked goods.  
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Gifts of Love  
 

Midway’s Choir will join the choirs of the other churches in 

the FACE-UP cluster for the special Valentine’s Gifts of 

Love Service at the Belton Church on Sunday, February 17, 

at 3:00 p.m.  Refreshments will be served in the Fellowship 

Hall following the service.  Everyone is invited to attend and 

support our choir. 
 
 
 
 
 

January Second Sunday Dinner  

 
 
 

 

 

 

Financial Report as of January 24, 2018  
 

   Budget Needs to Date             $  9,462.00 

   Budget Receipts to Date           $ 16,434.38 

   Spent to Date                            $ 10,577.39 

                Special Offerings                        $     807.74            

 

“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there  may 

be food in my house, and thus put me to the test, says the 

LORD of hosts; see if I will not open the windows of heaven 

for you and pour down for you an overflowing blessing.” 

                                         ~Malachi 3:10 

 

    

 



                      Midway Mission 
                                                       

Community Life and Mission Committee 
 

Brrr…it’s really cold outside… 
  
especially at night, so please go through your closets and dressers to find any coats, 

jackets, sweaters, turtlenecks, socks, etc. that we can donate to our brothers and sisters who spend their days 

and nights without the warmth and comfort of a well-heated home. The clothing will be shared with Clean 

Start and the Mercy Center for immediate distribution. You don’t need to cart the articles into church; just 

speak with Linda Mylod, and she'll unload them from your car into hers after Worship service. Remember 

that Christ told us in Matthew 25:40, ‘whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 

mine, you did for me.’ so let’s do all that we can for our Lord and for His children. 

 

 
 

Children’s Books Make Wonderful Gifts.  Don’t forget to browse Midway’s book selections year-round!  

We also have a good selection of adult fiction, especially for you mystery buffs, for only $1.00 each.  Our chil-

dren’s storybooks are lovely and only $2.50!  Activity books are just $1.50, and the hard cover toddler books 

are still just $1.00.  It’s Cyber Sunday every week at Midway, so you don’t have to wait to get the best deals in 

town.  Your purchases support Midway’s Mission programs, so you’re a double blessing when you shop here!  

See Linda Mylod for any assistance with your book shopping or payments.  
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FEBRUARY WEDDING ANN IVERSARIES  

    Feb.     16 Jim & Linda Mylod 18th 

      22 Ray & Ginny Keiper 50th 

     SCHEDULES FOR FEBRUARY  

Pulpit Rotation  
 

Feb.   3 Terry Waddell 

 10 Tom Waddell 

 17 Bob Harrell 

 24 Bryan Lyndon    

  
      

SS Secretaries  
 

Feb.    3 Bob Bone 

 10 Bob Harrell 

 17 Amy Morris 

 24 Jacky Stamps  

  

   

 

 

FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS  

    Feb.   2 Wayne Croft 

    9 Judy Peters 

  14 Bill Kay 

  17 Hazel McCallum 

  23 Bill Rexroad 

  24 Brenda Stamps 

      

    

 

 

Head Usher  

Feb.   3 Elaine Gilmore 

  10 Amy Morris 

  17 Tom Waddell 

  24 Elaine Gilmore    

      

      

       



 

"The books will always be there.  If we give up many other distractions, 

we can turn to them.  We can browse among the millions of words written 

and often just what we find can nourish us, enlighten us, strengthen us— 

in fact, be our food just as Christ, the Word, is also our food. 

                   ~Dorothy Day 
 

 

Corrie ten Boom:  Keeper of the Angels’ Den – By Janel & Geoff Benge 

 

The Christian Heroes: Then & Now series chronicles the true stories of ordinary men 

and women whose trust in God accomplished extraordinary deeds for his kingdom and 

glory.  

 

Corrie ten Boom's life of determination, faith, and forgiveness in the face of unimagina-

ble brutality and hardship is stunning testimony to the sustaining power of God. With 

bravery and compassion, her family and countless other Dutch citizens risked every-

thing to extend God's hand to those innocents marked for certain execution in a world 

gone mad. 

 

 

 

 

The Dorothy Day Book – Edited by Margaret Quigley & Michael Garvey 

 

Dorothy Day was one of the most remarkable women of the 20th century.  She was a 

very interesting and unusual lady who inspired many people in her lifetime with her aid 

to people in need.  The co-founder of the Catholic Worker movement, Dorothy called for 

nothing less than a complete reconstruction of society from the ground up.   

 

But the point of this book is her reading.  She read extensively from a great variety of 

sources.  It was not only an activity she thoroughly enjoyed, but a wellspring for the 

spiritual life which her vocation both engendered and required. 

 

 

 

 

Sadie’s Song – By Linda Hall 

 

This haunting tale explores the mind of a domestic violence victim, inviting readers to 

peer in at Sadie's "marriage full of secrets." When Sadie married Troy, she was im-

pressed by his ministry of "righting wrongs." But even as she longs for them to be a nor-

mal Christian couple, Troy's smothering control gradually sucks her into a horrifying 

spiral of abuse.  This book of fiction, which confronts the toll domestic violence takes 

within American homes and explores how the church might address it, melds contempo-

rary characters with a powerful story. Sadie's Song opens with the disappearance of nine

-year-old Ally Buckley.  Fear spreads throughout the New England fishing village of 

Bowden's Landing and the local church that Sadie and her family attend. 
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                                            “WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS” 

                                      New Stove                 Roz, Bryan, Will, Jacky, Ginny & Ray undecorating  

                 

    

                        Bob, Will & Elnor undecorating                                       Kitty, Bryan, Brenda, Jacky & Bob  taking a break
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Neighborly love 

As an ordained minister, Fred Rogers harnessed the power of 
television to tell children they were loved — and to show them 
how to love others. In You Are Special, he writes, “When we 
love a person, we accept him or her exactly as is: the lovely 
with the unlovely, the strong along with the fearful, the true 
mixed in with the façade, and of course, the only way we can 
do it is by accepting ourselves that way.”  
 
In a review of the touching documentary Won’t You Be My 
Neighbor? a writer for Variety notes: “Rogers’ real secret was 
… that the call to love your neighbor as yourself isn’t a slogan 
to hang in your kitchen with flowers around it — it’s a decision 
you make at every moment, to view every man, woman and 
child on earth as your neighbor. If you don’t see and feel that, 
and act on it, then you’re just another narcissist with a kitchen 
slogan.”  
 
Last October, when a synagogue shooting shattered the peace 
of Rogers’ real-life former neighborhood, residents of all reli-
gions embraced one another as neighbors. Afterward, the Fred 
Rogers Center stated, “We long for a day when there is no 
more tragedy born from hatred.” 

                     Daffodils:  First Sign of Spring  


